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Why should | consider a career in the construction industry? Lots of great reasons:

= Construction is the largest industry in the nation - larger than steel and automobile combined. Just look
around you, construction is a part of nearly everything you see, touch and do. Your home, school, mall,
grocery store... The Empire State Building, World Trade Center, Hoover Dam, Sears Tower, the Golden
Gate Bridge, Windsor Castle, the Capitol building in Washington, the Taj Mahal, the Eiffel tower...
Construction is huge.

= Qur industry needs 240,000 craft professionals every year to keep up with all the construction projects
nationwide.

= There are many options and opportunities. Because our industry is so large it is also very diverse. Here
are just a few professions - all within the construction industry: Carpenter, Electrician, Project Manager,
Foreman, Ironworker, Architect, Heavy Equipment Operator, Construction Lawyer, Civil Engineer, Business
Development & Public Relations, Safety & Health Specialist, Plumber, Construction Accountant.

= The construction industry is constantly developing ways to use technology to produce a better product.
Much of our work requires computers, lasers and other technological mechanisms.

= Experience the Pride. This is one profession where you can see the results of your efforts. There is an
immense feeling of pride knowing that you contributed to the construction of a skyscraper, bridge, highway,
hospital, or church.

What kind of individual is the construction industry looking for?

Highly-motivated, responsible individuals with a desire to learn and work. People who take their future and
career seriously and are looking for challenging work with substantial rewards. People who want to build a
successful career that allows them to provide for a family, live in a safe community and enjoy the good things in
life.

What kind of salary can | expect in a construction career?

Income potential in the construction industry is unlimited. Craft professionals can make between $25,000 and
$75,000 annually and more. Many craft professionals advance into management positions and can earn more
than $100,000 annually. Many craft professionals eventually own their own construction company, and for them
— the sky is the limit.

What training/education do | need?

You can begin craft training through your high school construction program. You will also need Math, Science
and Language Arts/Communication skills. Once you complete high school you can move on to advanced craft
training through a technical school or community college. The good news is that while you are learning - you can
be earning - by taking advantage of high school School-To-Career programs and evening courses at post-
secondary schools. The more you learn, the more you earn.

What is the career path in the construction industry?

Once you have entered the construction workforce and gained some experience and additional training you can
advance to a Supervisor/Foreman position, and then on to Project Manager or Estimator. Many individuals who
begin as Craft professionals can progress to upper level Management positions, such as Vice President or they
can own their own construction company. The sky is the limit for skilled motivated and responsible individuals.

Can | work year round?

Yes. Construction is not a seasonal business. In colder climates, systems have been developed to enable
construction work to proceed even when the temperature drops and the snow falls. And, remember, the inside
of a building has to be built too. The walls have to be framed, drywalled and painted, the electricity and plumbing
have to be installed and we can't forget the floors.



Are there travel/relocation opportunities?

There are all kinds of opportunities! Contractors generally have several construction projects going at the same
time. As projects complete, new ones are started. While many contractors build in several states, many build in
different countries. And even if you are not interested in traveling, construction can still be your field. When large
industrial facilities are built -power plants, water treatment facilities, dams, for example - highly-skilled craft
professionals are needed at the facility to make sure everything continues to run smoothly.

How do | start?

Talk to your parents, teachers and guidance counselors. Register in your school's construction program, and
work hard to do well. Ask your school to contact a construction association in your area. Contractors pay dues to
belong to associations. The association represents the contractors on matters that are important to them. The
association can put your school in touch with contractors who are interested in working with you and your
school.

Can | start training in one craft and change to another?
You bet. In fact, studies have shown that the best employee for a construction company is one who is an expert
at their craft (i.e. Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry) and has had additional training in three other crafts.

Will | be safe?

You are as safe as you want to be. It's just like everything you do in life. There are lots of safety rules and
equipment to keep you safe in construction -- (hard hats, fall protection equipment, steel-toed boots, etc.) But if
you ignore the rules and don't use the equipment, you won't be safe.

What opportunities are there for females and minorities?

The same opportunities which exist for everyone. The bottom line is that the construction industry needs
motivated, responsible and talented individuals. It doesn't matter what gender or ethnic background you
represent. Women make up about 10 percent of the construction industry. Currently, there are approximately
975,000 women employed in the industry.
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If you are interested in Building Your Future in

construction in Mississippi by earning NCCER
credentials, enrolling in an apprenticeship program,
and starting a career in construction, contact the:
Mississippi Construction Education Foundation

Phone: (601) 605-2989; website www.mcef.net.
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